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With Spring around the corner, San Benancio is 
getting busy and active!  The rain seems to be letting 
up, and warmer weather is already in the forecast.  

We recently held our Spelling Bee and had an exciting 
competition.  Peyton Ross was our champion and will    
represent San Benancio in the Monterey County 
Spelling Bee on Saturday, March 11, at Hartnell 
College. Congratulations to all of the participants: 

6th grade:  Rawan Elmakki, Sterling Martin, Luke 
Bischoff, Brayden McVay 
7th grade:  Jacqueline Palshaw, Kayla Harvell, Jessica 
Reyna, Peyton Ross 
8th grade:  Yeonwoo Bae, Andrew Carr, Natalie Gibbs, 
Leonardo Del Toro 

WUEF held their annual Dinner Auction on March 4 
and it was a terrific evening.  Guests enjoyed a 
delicious dinner at Hyatt Regency Hotel and Spa and 
had the opportunity to bid on a wide variety of silent 
and live auction items.  Many thanks to  Lisa Milburn, 
the WUEF board and all of the committee members 
for a fantastic evening—and thank you to all of you 
who gave so generously in support of Music, Art, and  
Technology.   

Special Points of  

Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  

published monthly.  For addi-

tional information about our 

district or a particular school,  

visit our website at http://
www.washingtonusd.org 

Please call the attendance line at 
484-0972 when your student is 
absent. 

In this issue 

Issue 7 March 2017 

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

San Benancio Middle  School 

The Oak Leaf                 

Our committee chairs are in place for the 8th grade 
end of year activities! Maria Cortez and Sandra 
Mason are chairing the Graduation Ceremony; Jen 
Bramers and Megan Carr have graciously taken the 
Dance Committee; and Marie Elena Carriglio is 
heading up the Barbecue and Swim Party with 
assistance from Tessa Best.  If you are interested in 
serving on one of these committees, please let us 
know. 

With warmer weather already in the forecast,   
please take some time to review the Dress Code.   
If your child is out of dress code, he or she will 
either need to change into PE clothes or call home 
for something more appropriate for school.  
Following the school rules will avoid disruptions to 
the classroom and help to maintain an orderly 
campus environment.   

Have a wonderful month! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

February was a fun month here at SBMS.  We held our second Spirit 
Week with activities such as Pajama Day, Tacky Tourist Day, Hat 
Day, Patriotic Day and Red Carpet Day. Ms. Robinson class took an 
early lead in the spirit week points and no one could catch up with 
her students – so they WON the Spirit Trophy. 

We collected 23 boxes of gently used clothes that were sent to 
SCHOOLA.  We will receive 40% of the profits sold online.  Check it 
out: www.schoola.com 

Students across all three grade levels were invited to our second 
dance of the year in the gym – Dance 2.0.  Over 200 students attend-
ed this highly anticipated event. Lots of fun and dancing! 

We sold over 500 candy grams this year.  Part of the proceeds will 
go towards sponsoring Mrs. Bravos’ class to go on a field trip to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium.   

Now it’s the month of March and we have started our annual Leuke-
mia/Lymphoma Fundraiser.  Flyers were sent out last week explaining 
the raffle we are holding as a way to encourage students to donate to 
this worthy cause.  For each $2.00 donation, students can put their 
raffle ticket into the bucket of their choice with a possible win of a 
“Couch Pouch” or an “Echo Dot” or a chest full of “Money - $200 to 
be exact”.  Thank you in advance for your donations. 

ATTENDANCE 

We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state allo-
cates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The school 
receives $55.76 per day for each student who is in school.  
The state does not give us the $55.76 for student absences, 
even if the student was out for an illness or family emergency.  
In the past month, we had 277 days of student absence, 
which translates to $15, 445 in lost revenue to the district. 

Remember, it is important that your child’s health be your 
primary concern.   Please do not send your child to school if 
he or she is ill, has vomited in the past 24 hours, or has a fe-
ver.  If your child is going to be out for 5 days or more, please 
call for a contract.  Additionally, if you will be going on any 
extended  vacations, it is important to notify the office to ar-
range for a contract so your child can complete schoolwork 
and get credit for attendance. 

Please call the attendance office at 484-0972 for information. 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 

As spring quickly approaches, our ensembles are meticulously preparing for Spring 

Concerts, graduation, and the Music in the Parks competition at Great America and 

the Santa Cruz Boardwalk. The Jazz Ensemble has also been invited to perform 

once again at the Big Sur Marathon on April 30th. Our young musicians will encour-

age the runners with music while they come running on by.  

 

The WUEF Spring Fling took place on Saturday, March 4th. This fantastic fundraiser is vital to the continu-

ance of our music and art programs as well as technology upgrades. Several piano students performed for 

the first part of the evening to demonstrate how your support directly benefits the students’ education. Our 

district is very fortunate and grateful to WUEF for their efforts and for your donations and attendance at the 

event. 
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Art News for March 

 

In February, the Art Docent Program 
gave lessons in clay.  Clay is always one 
the highlights of our art program for 
our students.  7th Grade completed the 
popular Terracotta Warriors lesson, 
which becomes the centerpiece of our 
annual art show. In the beginning of 
February, the 8th grade classes in their 
Literature classes Boston Buildings. 
 
Printmaking Units in the Class-
room 
Printmaking is a fine arts medium as 
well as an important commercial pro-
cess.  it can be used for both practical 
and decorative purposes.  In printing, a 
picture, design, or image is transferred 
to paper or fabric.  The process can be 
repeated for identical prints changed 
to created hand printed variations, or 
used to only once to make a one of a 
kind monoprint.  The student discov-
ers that the printing process trans-
forms the original image in surprising 
ways.  Although making a print is a 
mechanical process, it is also highly 
creative because of all the choices that 
the artist makes. Printing allows the 
student to observe and utilize many of 
the art elements and principles: line, 
shape, color, texture, value, repetition, 
and pattern. 
 
In March students from Grade 6 will 
make Relief Print Insects. They will 
start with a photograph of an insect 
and take the image through all the stag-
es of printmaking: sketching from the 
photo, transferring the sketch to a 
printing plate, cutting the printing plate, 
applying colors, and finally making a 
numbered series of prints.   Ask your 
student to tell you the steps in the 
printmaking process that 
he or she has learned. 
 
Grade 8 will be doing 
Amate Mexican folkart 
painting in their History 
classes. 

Picture of the Month 
In March, the Picture of the Month se-
lections moves into American Realism, 
Modern Art, Abstract Art and Pop Art. 
 
American Realism art 
was an attempt to de-
scribe human behavior 
and surroundings more 
accurately.  This period 
of art occurred the sec-
ond half of the 19th century.  Realist 
Artists attempted to portray lives, ap-
pearances, problems, customs of the 
middle and lower classes.  Focusing on 
the unexceptional, the ordinary, and the 
humble. 
 
Modern Art mostly re-
fers to art of the 20th 
century in Europe and 
the Americas, as well as 
in other regions under 
Western influence.  The modern period 
has been a particularly innovative one.  
Introducing a wide range of new artistic 
techniques and materials. 
 
Abstract Art is defined as 
art that has no reference to 
any figurative reality.  One 
cannot associate it with any 
real natural form. 
 
Pop Art was introduced in the 1950’s to 
1970’s.  This form of art depicts objects 
or scenes from everyday life and uses 
techniques from commercial art and 
popular illustration. 
 

 

 

Calendar Reminder 
Annual Art Show  

May 16-18 

Mark your calendars! 

Parents’ Club 
 

Please be on the lookout for 
the Kona Ice Truck! He is 
scheduled to come the last Fri-
day of every month. His next 
visit is March 24th. He changes 
his flavors monthly. $5.00/cup 
and smart snack approved! 
20% of the sales goes back to 
ASB. We would like to invite 
you to our next Parents’ Club 
Meeting on April 13 at 6pm in 
Room 10 at San Benancio Mid-
dle School. We meet on the 
2nd Thursday of the month!  
It’s a great way to find out 
what’s happening at our 
schools.  We will be looking at 
the calendar for the rest of the 
year and planning our next 
events. Come help us plan for 
the upcoming fun events. We 
need help and we are still look-
ing for board members.  We 
would love to have you there! 
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WUEF would like to thank all those that attended our 33rd Annual Fundraiser and being “Part of 

Possible”!  The event was a great success and we would like to thank all the businesses and spon-

sors who so generously donated to the event. 

If you did not get a chance to attend, here is a glimpse of the event: 

The Hyatt Regency Hotel served as the backdrop for the 33rd Annual WUEF Fundraiser.  The musical stylings of the San 

Benancio Middle School Jazz Band and  the creative talents of our students’ artwork was showcased on display, serving as 

an intentional reminder of the event’s purpose– to raise the money necessary to keep curriculum-based art and music pro-

grams alive in our public school district. 

Passed hors d'oeuvres fueled event attendees as they battled over coveted silent auction items.  The chance for students to 

serve as “Principal of the Day”, nab box seats to watch the SF Giants in action, and” Class baskets” were but a few of the 

items available.  After the silent auction closed down, guests were treated to a delicious sit down dinner.  Bidding during the 

live auction was quite competitive.  Courtside Warrior’s tickets, braces, and a pig hunt were some of the live auction packag-

es!  The evening wrapped up with everyone on the dance floor dancing to a live band, Kid Dynamite! Smiles and laughter 

made it clear that it was a fun night out by all! 

For those of you who were not able to attend, we appreciated your donations. If you have not had a chance to donate we are 

still accepting donations.  Donations can continue to be made through the organization’s secure website. 

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate or via mail at 820 Park Row #473, Salinas, California 93901  

Like us on Facebook. Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updated on Facebook!  

#partofpossible 

 

The WUEF Board Meeting will be held on March 21st @ 6:00p.m., Toro MPR room.  Please feel free to attend. 

 

 

With Gratitude, 

 

Lisa Milburn 

WUEF Board President 2016-17 
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Sports Update 
 

Basketball season is over and our 7th grade boys made it to the playoffs and our 7th grade girls made 
it to the finals and lost to Carmel.  They both had a great season.  The 8th grade teams played well this 
season and put up a good fight. 
 
Golf, Tennis and Track and Field is in full swing.  Thanks to Wendy Moore and Sharon Evers for volunteering to coach 
tennis.  Todd Chapman is coaching golf, but is looking for a parent to shadow him this year.  Mindy Carpenter and Rob 
Anderson will be coaching Track and Field.   
 
The Sports section of the school website is almost up to date.  I have Tennis and Golf on the calendar and by the end of 
the week I should Track.  Please feel free to email me anytime with questions at sbacon@washingtonusd.org 

 

Mark Your Calendars for our Final Parent Educa�on Seminar of the Year! 
Thursday, March 30th at 6:30 in the MPR at San Benancio 

 
Stress Management and Calming Strategies  

 
Young people, like adults, experience a great deal of stress. Please come join the conversa�on as we talk 
about childhood stress, ways to recognize signs of stress, and its impact on development.  We will review 
basic calming strategies and how you as a parent can help your child develop healthy ways to manage stress 
and solve everyday problems.  This event will take place at a crucial �me as students are preparing for their 
annual CAASPP tes�ng.  Whitney Meyer, Curriculum Director and Principal at Washington Union Elemen-
tary, will be sharing helpful informa�on regarding CAASPP tes�ng and tools for prepara�on.  

Each month our a� endance and par�cipa�on has grown and we con�nue to receive very posi�ve feedback 
regarding these events.  Our goal this month is to reach even more parents! If you have a� ended in the 
past, please share about your experience and if you are considering a� ending we sincerely hope that you 
will join us.  Parent interac�on and discussion is a highlight of these events so please come check it out! 
 


